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BIBLE HISTORY. 



What teacher has not groaned in spirit because of the lack of a proper text- 
hook in Bible history ? Smith's Old Testament and New Testament Histories 
have been the standards for many years ; but how uninviting they are ; how defi- 
cient in vividness, in arrangement, in the presentation of the results of recent 
investigations ! 

Professor Blaikie's work has been in the market some years ; but for some 
reason has not gained the recognition which it deserves. It is a small work, but 
the enlargement which it needs can well be performed by the teacher and student. 
It furnishes an admirable outline for a thorough and comprehensive course of 
Bible history. The division of the material into sections, with the topic of each 
section indicated in heavy type, is to be commended. Perhaps the value of the 
book cannot better be shown than by quoting from the author's preface its char- 
acteristics : " (1) It follows the stream of biblical narrative, arranging and classi- 
fying the leading facts, so as to aid the eye and the memory in grasping the whole. 
(2) It keeps in view, throughout, the great spiritual purpose of revelation, and 
shows its gradual development. (3) For illustrating the narrative it takes advan- 
tage of the mass of biblical illustration of which recent years have been so prolific, 
in researches, monuments, travels, and expeditions in Bible lands. (4) It notices 
briefly the chief countries, towns, and other scenes of Bible history as they occur. 
(5) It glances at the parallel history and progress of the leading nations of the 
world, — showing what was going on elsewhere while the history of the Bible was 
being enacted. (6) It traces the progress of religious knowledge by which it was 
made known, and the state of social and spiritual life at different periods, partly 
in other nations, but especially among the Israelites. (7) It fills up the interval 
between the Old Testament and the New, so as to throw light on the great changes 
that had occurred between the time of Malachi and the appearance of our Lord." 

This history is not a perfect one. There are several points which would im- 
prove it, e. g., the insertion of much additional matter in the form of foot-notes; 
but it may be said that, for the average Bible class, whether in Sunday-school or 
Divinity school, it is the handiest and most satisfactory book to be had. 



LECTURES ON ECCLESIASTES.t 



No book more difficult to handle than Ecclesiastes is to be found in the Old 
Testament. The lectures before us were delivered on Saturday afternoons, begin- 
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ning in November, 1884. It is certainly an evidence of great interest in biblical 
study, that so peculiar a book as this could have attracted " many, men and 
women, young and old, not a few of them men immersed in the busy and anxious 
life of the great metropolis." 

The author disclaims all pretention to originality. " He has read much and 
thought much on every line," and his effort is to give in as clear a form as pos- 
sible the results of his reading and thinking. That he does not enter upon his 
work without a due appreciation of the difficulties which it involves, is evident 
from the forceful presentation of these difficulties. That he undertakes his task 
for the sole purpose of getting at the truth, is evident from the fearless manner 
in which he characterizes the ordinary absurd and, indeed, ridiculous exegesis 
by which the " book becomes no longer a serious study for earnest men, but a pas- 
time for grown-up children, a playground for trifling pedants." 

He grants the uninteresting character of the book, as judged from almost 
every stand-point, yet shows that "those dreary sentiments, those disjointed prov- 
erbs, those hollow wraiths of unavailing consolation, those wearisome repeti- 
tions, those unintelligible utterances, those terrible pictures of human destinies, 
those snatchings of startling and, as it might seem, wholly irreligious teaching, 
those ' hard sayings ' gather a fresh interest as we try to track them through their 
many windings to their true sense and actual teaching." They contain "no body 
of Christian doctrine wrapped up in unchristian form, but that which is at all 
times one of the most moving of all spectacles — the human spirit led to face in 
hours of gloom its relation towards the world and towards its God — struggling 
with the same problems that vex our souls, and feeling its way through a night 
of darkness to some measure at least of light and knowledge." 

In his second lecture the authorship and age are considered, and satisfactory 
reasons given why Solomon could not have been the author, or Solomon's age 
given birth to such a production. In the whole treatment, which follows through 
ten lectures, there is a freedom from traditional prejudice, an honest searching after 
the exact meaning of the words, that is refreshing and helpful. These lectures 
are to be commended as presenting in easy shape, the general results of modern 
investigation in relation to the Book of Ecclesiastes. 



EARTH'S EARLIEST AGES. 



The aim of this book is to show that the characteristic features of the days of 
Noah are reappearing in Christendom, and, therefore, that the days of the Son of 
Man cannot be far distant. The introduction, after enlarging upon the danger to 
Christianity resulting from so much diversity of Bible-interpretation, and showing 
how this diversity began, even in the early church, indicates how all these diversi- 
ties might be brought to an end, and then proceeds to show the importance of 
the study of prophecy. Chapters II.-X. include discussions of " The Creation," 
" The Interval " (viz., after the destruction of a pre-adamite race, as a result of 
which the earth came into a state of desolation), " The Six Days," " The Creation 
of Man," "The Fall of Man," "The Trial and Sentence," "The Age of Free- 
dom, " " The Days of Noah." Of the remaining chapters three are on " Spiritual- 
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